
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AARINENA Executive Committee Meeting 2026 1 

AARINENA Executive Secretary Visits TAGEM 3 

New Partnerships 4 

AARINENA Joins GSM-FACC 2026 as Strategic Partner 5 

AARINENA Strengthens Collaboration with AGRICO 2026 6 

AARINENA Elected to the GCHERA Steering Committee 7 

Celebration of the International Year of Women Farmers 2026 8 

AARINENA Networks 9 

Participations with Partners and Members 14 

 

  

AARINENA Biannual Newsletter 

Welcome to AARINENA’s biannual newsletter, a window into the vibrant progress of 
agricultural research and innovation across the Near East and North Africa. In recent 
months, our networks have advanced climate-smart practices, strengthened 
partnerships with international organizations, and empowered young researchers 
through training and collaboration. Together, we are cultivating resilience, driving 
innovation, and building a sustainable future for agriculture in our region. 

The future of 
agriculture 
depends not only 
on what we grow, 
but how we grow 
together. 
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Bringing Regional Leaders Together 

The AARINENA Executive Committee Meeting 2026 

was successfully held on 14–15 May 2026 in İzmir, 

Türkiye, hosted by the General Directorate of 

Agricultural Research and Policies (TAGEM). The 

meeting brought together Executive Committee 

members, representatives of regional and 

international organizations, and strategic partners to 

discuss priorities for advancing agricultural research, 

innovation, and sustainable development across the 

Near East and North Africa region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addressing Regional Challenges Through 

Collaboration 

In their opening remarks, AARINENA President Dr. 

Mustafa Altuğ Atalay and Executive Secretary Dr. Rida 

Shibli emphasized the importance of strengthening 

regional cooperation to address pressing challenges 

related to climate change, food security, water 

scarcity, and natural resource management. The 

meeting provided a valuable platform for dialogue, 

knowledge exchange, and the identification of new 

opportunities for collaboration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reviewing Progress and Achievements 

The Executive Committee reviewed AARINENA’s 

accomplishments during 2025, including the 

successful organization of the 16th General Assembly 

in Amman, expansion of membership, establishment 

of new strategic partnerships, and implementation of 

numerous conferences, webinars, and capacity-

building activities. Members also highlighted the 

significant contributions of AARINENA’s thematic 

networks in strengthening regional scientific 

cooperation and sharing knowledge across member 

institutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strengthening Regional and Global Cooperation 

Presentations from partner organizations, including 

GFAiR, FARA, APAARI, and AFRAS, highlighted 

opportunities for enhanced collaboration in areas 

such as digital agriculture, rural advisory services, 

innovation systems, youth engagement, and capacity 

strengthening. These discussions reaffirmed the 

importance of regional and global partnerships in 

addressing common agricultural challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA Executive Committee Meeting 2026 Reinforces Regional Commitment to 

Agricultural Innovation and Cooperation 
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  Looking Ahead 

In their opening remarks, AARINENA President Dr. 

Mustafa Altuğ Atalay and Executive Secretary Dr. Rida 

Shibli emphasized the importance of strengthening 

regional cooperation to address pressing challenges 

related to climate change, food security, water 

scarcity, and natural resource management. The 

meeting provided a valuable platform for dialogue, 

knowledge exchange, and the identification of new 

opportunities for collaboration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beyond the Meeting: Technical Visits to TAGEM 

Research Institutes 

As part of the AARINENA Executive Committee 

Meeting 2026 programme, the international 

delegation conducted a series of technical visits 

organized by the General Directorate of Agricultural 

Research and Policies (TAGEM). These visits 

showcased Türkiye’s advanced agricultural research 

infrastructure, state-of-the-art laboratories, and 

innovation-driven systems, reflecting its strong 

capacity in supporting sustainable agricultural 

development and applied research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants visited the Ege Agricultural Research 

Institute Directorate, the International Agricultural  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research and Training Center Directorate, and the 

Bornova Plant Protection Research Institute 

Directorate. During the visits, they were briefed on 

ongoing research programmes, innovative 

technologies, and applied solutions supporting 

sustainable agricultural production and natural 

resource management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The visits provided a valuable opportunity for 

knowledge exchange between AARINENA members 

and TAGEM researchers, strengthening scientific 

cooperation and reinforcing shared interests in 

climate-smart agriculture, sustainable production 

systems, and the integration of research with field-

level agricultural development. 
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Strategic Dialogue on AARINENA’s Future 

Priorities 

During the meeting, both sides discussed 

AARINENA’s current activities, strategic direction, and 

vision for the coming three years. The discussions 

focused on strengthening regional cooperation, 

enhancing scientific networking, and advancing 

sustainable agricultural development across the 

Near East and North Africa region. Emphasis was also 

placed on reinforcing AARINENA’s role as a platform 

for knowledge exchange, innovation, and capacity 

development among member institutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reinforcing Partnership and Technical Exchange 

Dr. Atalay reaffirmed Türkiye’s continued 

commitment to supporting AARINENA and 

contributing to its regional initiatives, highlighting the 

importance of joint efforts in addressing shared 

agricultural challenges. In turn, Dr. Shibli expressed 

her appreciation for TAGEM’s ongoing support and 

emphasized the value of learning from Türkiye’s 

advanced agricultural research systems and 

institutional achievements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Visits to Leading TAGEM Institutions 

The visit also included technical tours to the National 

Botanical Garden of Türkiye and the Field Crops 

Central Research Institute, where Dr. Shibli was 

briefed on ongoing research activities and innovative 

practices supporting agricultural development. She 

commended TAGEM’s strong institutional capacity 

and its integrated approach to linking research, 

innovation, and field application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strengthening Institutional Leadership and 

Regional Collaboration 

Dr. Rida Shibli, Executive Secretary of the 

Association of Agricultural Research Institutions in 

the Near East and North Africa (AARINENA), 

conducted an official visit to the General 

Directorate of Agricultural Research and Policies 

(TAGEM) in Ankara, Türkiye, where she met with 

Dr. Mustafa Altuğ Atalay, Director General of 

TAGEM and newly elected President of AARINENA 

for the 2026–2029 term, following his election 

during the AARINENA General Assembly held in 

Amman in December 2025. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA Executive Secretary Visits TAGEM 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA and CACAARI Sign Cooperation 

Agreement to Strengthen Inter-Regional 

Collaboration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA signed a Memorandum of Cooperation 

with the Central Asia and the Caucasus Association of 

Agricultural Research Institutions (CACAARI) during 

the AARINENA Executive Committee Meeting held in 

İzmir, Türkiye. The agreement was signed by Dr. 

Mustafa Altuğ Atalay, President of AARINENA, and Dr. 

Botir Dosov, Executive Director of CACAARI, in the 

presence of Executive Committee members and 

representatives of partner organizations. 

 

The agreement establishes a framework for 

enhanced cooperation between the two regional 

organizations in agricultural research, scientific 

exchange, capacity building, and institutional 

networking. It also promotes the development of 

joint research initiatives, technical workshops, 

training programmes, and knowledge-sharing 

activities that address common challenges, including 

climate change, water scarcity, food security, and 

sustainable agricultural development. 

 

This partnership marks an important milestone in 

expanding AARINENA's international collaboration 

beyond the Near East and North Africa region. By 

strengthening ties with CACAARI, both organizations 

reaffirm their commitment to promoting innovation, 

facilitating the exchange of expertise, and building 

resilient agricultural systems through inter-regional 

cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA Partners with the Green Generation 

Foundation to Advance Youth Engagement and 

Climate Action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of its commitment to expanding partnerships 

with dynamic organizations across the region, 

AARINENA signed a Cooperation Agreement with the 

Green Generation Foundation (GGF), a Jordan-based 

youth-led organization dedicated to environmental 

protection, climate action, and sustainable 

development. The agreement was signed by Dr. Rida 

Shibli, Executive Secretary of AARINENA, and Mr. 

Abdallah Dreiat, Board Member of the Green 

Generation Foundation. 

 

The partnership aims to strengthen collaboration in 

areas of mutual interest through joint programmes, 

capacity-building activities, knowledge exchange, and 

initiatives that encourage youth participation in 

agricultural research, innovation, and climate 

resilience. It also seeks to strengthen the connection 

between scientific research, community engagement, 

and policy dialogue to support sustainable food 

systems and environmental stewardship. 

 

Through this collaboration, AARINENA continues to 

broaden its network of strategic partners while 

investing in the next generation of agricultural and 

environmental leaders. The partnership reflects a 

shared vision of empowering young people, 

promoting innovation, and building more resilient 

agricultural and food systems across the Near East 

and North Africa region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA Builds New Partnerships 

Advancing Cooperation Across the NENA Region
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AARINENA is proud to announce its formal 

recognition as a Strategic Partner of the Global South 

Ministers, Farmers, Academia and Chambers of 

Commerce Summit, Awards & Expo 2026 (GSM-FACC 

2026), a flagship initiative operating under the Global 

South Integrated Development Framework (GS-IDF). 

This recognition reflects AARINENA's growing 

international role in advancing agricultural research, 

innovation, food security, climate resilience, and 

sustainable rural development across the Near East 

and North Africa and beyond. 

 

The announcement follows AARINENA's active 

participation in the GSM-FACC Steering Committee 

inauguration, where representatives of 

governments, research institutions, academia, 

farmers' organizations, and development partners 

came together to strengthen cooperation in support 

of agricultural transformation across the Global 

South. As part of this strategic partnership, 

AARINENA has also confirmed its membership in the 

Governance, Policy and Institutional Affairs Sub-

Committee, where it will contribute its expertise in 

agricultural research, institutional development, 

policy dialogue, and multi-stakeholder collaboration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through its extensive network of national agricultural 

research systems, universities, regional organizations, 

international partners, and development agencies, 

AARINENA will actively support the objectives of GSM-

FACC 2026 by promoting knowledge exchange, 

innovation, investment, and stronger partnerships 

among stakeholders from Africa, Asia, Latin America, 

and the Caribbean. The Association looks forward to 

working closely with GSM-FACC partners to advance 

sustainable agricultural development, strengthen 

food systems, and contribute to meaningful 

outcomes that improve livelihoods and resilience 

throughout the Global South. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA Joins GSM-FACC 2026 as Strategic Partner 
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AARINENA is pleased to strengthen its collaboration 

with the organizers of the 13th International 

Conference on Agriculture (AGRICO 2026), which will 

be held on 17–18 September 2026 in Bali, Indonesia, 

under the theme "Powering the Future of 

Sustainability for More Prosperous Farming." As part 

of this collaboration, Dr. Rida Shibli, Executive 

Secretary of AARINENA, has been invited to serve as 

a Plenary Speaker, recognizing AARINENA's growing 

international leadership in agricultural research, 

innovation, and sustainable development. 

 

Through its close cooperation with the conference 

organizers, AARINENA is supporting the promotion 

of AGRICO 2026 across its regional network of 

national agricultural research systems, universities, 

research institutions, and development partners. 

 

The Association is encouraging researchers, 

academics, policymakers, and young scientists from 

the Near East and North Africa region to participate in 

this global forum, which provides an important 

platform for scientific exchange, international 

networking, and the dissemination of innovative 

research. 

AARINENA's participation in AGRICO 2026 reflects its 

continued commitment to building strategic 

international partnerships and expanding 

opportunities for its members to engage with 

leading global experts. The Association looks 

forward to contributing to discussions on 

sustainable agriculture, climate resilience, food 

security, and agricultural innovation while 

strengthening collaboration between the Near East 

and North Africa region and the international 

research community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA Strengthens Collaboration with AGRICO 2026 
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AARINENA is proud to announce the election of its 

Executive Secretary, Dr. Rida Shibli, as an Ordinary 

Member of the Steering Committee of the Global 

Confederation of Higher Education Associations for 

Agricultural and Life Sciences (GCHERA) for the 2025–

2027 term. Dr. Shibli was nominated by the Asia-

Pacific Association of Agricultural Research 

Institutions (APAARI) and was elected unanimously 

during the GCHERA General Assembly. 

 

The election represents an important milestone for 

both Dr. Shibli and AARINENA, strengthening the 

Association's engagement with the global higher 

education community in agriculture and life sciences. 

The GCHERA Steering Committee serves as the 

executive body of the Confederation, providing 

strategic leadership, overseeing its operations, and 

guiding the implementation of its mission between 

General Assembly meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commenting on the election, Dr. Shibli expressed her 

appreciation to GCHERA members for their confidence 

and to APAARI for its nomination and continued 

support. She reaffirmed AARINENA's commitment to 

strengthening collaboration between agricultural 

research institutions and higher education 

organizations, fostering innovation, promoting capacity 

development, and advancing sustainable agricultural 

development through stronger international 

partnerships. 

 

This appointment further enhances AARINENA's global 

visibility and reinforces its role as an active regional 

partner in shaping the future of agricultural research, 

higher education, and innovation at the international 

level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA Executive Secretary Elected to the GCHERA Steering Committee 
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   Webinar 1: Launching the International Year 

of Women Farmers 2026 

30 March 2026 

The first webinar marked the official launch of 

AARINENA’s engagement in the International Year of 

Women Farmers 2026. Held under the theme 

“International Year of Women Farmers 2026”, the 

session brought together regional and international 

experts to highlight the global significance of the 

initiative and to set the foundation for a year of 

coordinated action. 

Discussions emphasized the importance of 

recognizing women farmers’ contributions to food 

systems, enhancing their access to knowledge and 

resources, and strengthening their role in 

agricultural research, innovation, and rural 

development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Webinar 2: Women Farmers Leading Climate-

Resilient Farming 

23 June 2026 

The second webinar focused on the theme “Women 

Farmers Leading Climate-Resilient Farming”, 

showcasing the leadership role of women in adapting 

to climate change and promoting sustainable 

agricultural practices. 

Speakers highlighted innovative approaches led by 

women farmers in climate-smart agriculture, risk 

management, diversification, and ecosystem-based 

solutions. The session reinforced the critical role of 

gender-responsive strategies in building resilient food 

systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA Celebrates the International Year of Women Farmers 2026 

As momentum builds toward the International Year of the Woman Farmer 2026 (IYWF 2026), AARINENA proudly 

reaffirms its commitment to this global UN initiative. In alignment with FAO-led efforts and regional priorities, 

AARINENA continues to champion the role of women farmers as key drivers of agricultural transformation, food 

security, and climate resilience across the Near East and North Africa region. 

In collaboration with APAARI, CACAARI, FARA, and AFRAS (FAO), alongside a broad network of partners, AARINENA is 

implementing a quarterly webinar series dedicated to celebrating women farmers, strengthening knowledge 

exchange, and advancing inclusive and climate-smart agricultural systems. 
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In line with AARINENA’s continuous efforts to 

strengthen its thematic networks and enhance 

regional collaboration, a new coordination structure 

has been established for all AARINENA technical 

networks. This step aims to improve efficiency, 

expand engagement across member institutions, 

and better align network activities with regional 

agricultural priorities. 

 

The newly appointed network coordinators, 

representing national, regional, academic, and 

research institutions, are as follows: 

1. Forgotten Foods, Neglected Crops and 

Underutilized Species (FF-NUS) Network: Dr. 

Khaled Abu Laila — National Agricultural 

Research Center (NARC), Jordan 

2. Agribusiness Network: Dr. Suhaib Ahmed — 

Private Sector, UAE 

3. Honeybees Network: Dr. Mohammed Rababeh 

— Jordan University of Science and Technology 

(JUST), Jordan 

4. Biotechnology Network:  Dr. Tamara Al-Qudah 

— University of Jordan (UJ), Jordan 

5. Date Palm Network: Dr. Mohammed Kamal 

Abbas — Egypt 

6. Medicinal and Herbal Plants Network: Dr. 

Safaa Mohammed Al Farsi — Sultanate of Oman 

(Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Water 

Resources) 

7. Olive Network: Dr. Ajmi Larbi — Olive Tree 

Institute of Tunisia, Tunisia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Plant Genetic Resources Network: Dr. Ali 

Ilkhan — Türkiye (Ministry of Agriculture and 

Forestry) 

9. Water Use Efficiency Network: Dr. Alia 

Alghsoon — Philadelphia University, Jordan 

10. Animal Production Network: Dr. Abdul 

Moneim Al-Yassin,  Dr. Lotfi Mousa — Arab 

Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry 

Lands (ACSAD) 

11. Plant Protection Network: Dr. Firas Al-Zyoud — 

Mutah University, Jordan 

 

First Introductory Meeting of Network 

Coordinators 

Following the announcement of the new coordination 

structure, an introductory virtual meeting was 

convened with all newly appointed network 

coordinators. The meeting provided a platform to 

introduce the coordinators, review the overall vision 

of AARINENA networks, and discuss preliminary 

expectations for the upcoming phase of joint work. 

 

The discussion focused on strengthening inter-

network collaboration, revitalizing knowledge 

exchange mechanisms, and enhancing the role of 

networks in addressing regional agricultural 

challenges such as climate change adaptation, 

sustainable production systems, resource efficiency, 

and innovation uptake. 

 

 

 

AARINENA Networks 

Sharing Expertise and Innovations Across the Region 

AARINENA Networks: New Coordination Structure 
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Within the framework of activating AARINENA’s 

thematic networks, a series of high-level webinars 

has been successfully implemented, bringing 

together regional and international experts to 

address key agricultural, environmental, and 

innovation-related challenges. These webinars have 

served as dynamic platforms for scientific exchange, 

capacity building, and the promotion of sustainable 

solutions across the NENA region. 

 

   Branch Wilt Disease on Trees: Diagnosis and 

Management Approaches  

8 January 2026 

Speaker: Dr. Adel Awadelgeed Abdalla Ahmed — 

Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, Department of Crop 

Protection (Plant Pathology), University of Gezira, 

Sudan 

Coordination: Prof. Dr. Firas Al-Zyoud — 

Coordinator, Plant Protection Network, AARINENA 

(Mutah University, Jordan) 

Focus: This webinar addressed branch wilt disease 

affecting woody tree species, focusing on its causal 

agents, symptomatology, and epidemiology. The 

session highlighted recent advances in plant 

pathology research and discussed integrated and 

sustainable management strategies aimed at 

reducing disease impact and improving tree health 

under varying environmental conditions. 

Link: 

https://youtu.be/22rvZgIZf_Q?si=7TCAehOaqTSjWdJv  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Flood Risk Mitigation and Management: 

Nature-Based and Sustainable Solutions 

19 January 2026 

Speaker: Prof. Radwan Al-Weshah — Professor of 

Water Resources Engineering, The University of 

Jordan 

Coordination: Dr. Alia Alghsoon — Coordinator, 

Water Use Efficiency Network, AARINENA 

Focus: This webinar explored integrated and nature-

based approaches for flood risk mitigation, 

emphasizing sustainable water resource 

management strategies that enhance both 

environmental protection and community resilience 

in the face of climate variability. 

Link: 

https://youtu.be/4bs4X71YdzU?si=WZqLKX346EZnO7

lW  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      From Idea to Application: How Innovation Drives 

Business Creation 

26 January 2026 

Speaker: Dr. Khaled Khreisat — Executive Director, 

Jordanian Association for Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship Promotion (JAIP) 

Coordination: Jordanian Scientific Association for 

Research and Innovation (in partnership with 

AARINENA and JAIP) 

Focus: The session highlighted the innovation 

pathway from concept development to market 

application, showcasing how research, creativity, and 

academia–industry collaboration can be transformed 

into viable business ventures that contribute to 

economic development. 

Link: https://youtu.be/qQTvHMA_4wY?si=kYl-

RRlO_OXG0-UN  

 

 

 

 

AARINENA Networks Webinar Series 

https://youtu.be/22rvZgIZf_Q?si=7TCAehOaqTSjWdJv
https://youtu.be/4bs4X71YdzU?si=WZqLKX346EZnO7lW
https://youtu.be/4bs4X71YdzU?si=WZqLKX346EZnO7lW
https://youtu.be/qQTvHMA_4wY?si=kYl-RRlO_OXG0-UN
https://youtu.be/qQTvHMA_4wY?si=kYl-RRlO_OXG0-UN
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              Toxicity of Acaricides Against the Egg Stage of 

the Two-Spotted Spider Mite 

29 January 2026 

Speaker: Eng. Esraa Walid Salem — Plant Protection 

Researcher, National Agricultural Research Center 

(NARC), Jordan 

Coordination: Prof. Dr. Firas Al-Zyoud — 

Coordinator, Plant Protection Network, AARINENA 

(Mutah University, Jordan) 

Focus: This technical session assessed the laboratory 

effectiveness and safety of selected acaricides 

against mite egg stages, contributing to improved 

integrated pest management (IPM) strategies and 

more sustainable crop protection practices. 

Link: 

https://youtu.be/t_Z1jbf3YrY?si=MO6i2CVZoft40wkb   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        What Can Space Technology Offer Us? 

9 February 2026 

Speaker: Dr. Qais Al-Omari — Head of Training 

Department, Regional Center for Space Science and 

Technology Education, Royal Jordanian Geographic 

Center 

Coordination: Dr. Alia Alghsoon — Coordinator, Water 

Use Efficiency Network, AARINENA 

Focus: The webinar examined the growing role of 

space technologies in agriculture, environmental 

monitoring, and natural resource management, with 

a focus on how satellite-based data can support 

evidence-based and climate-smart decision-making. 

Link: https://youtu.be/BWB3Ys3YbFA?si=N-

jZHGvmb5SGkyJA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Eco-Friendly Management of Fusarium Wilt in 

Cucumber Using Garlic Extract 

16 February 2026 

Speaker: Eng. Bilal Mohammad Sharman — Plant 

Protection Researcher, NARC, Jordan 

Coordination: Prof. Dr. Firas Al-Zyoud — Coordinator, 

Plant Protection Network, AARINENA 

Focus: This session presented findings on the use of 

garlic extract as a natural antifungal agent, 

demonstrating its potential as an environmentally 

friendly alternative to chemical pesticides in 

managing Fusarium wilt disease. 

Link: https://youtu.be/5VH5bVgWnt8?si=zWVLjQo-

TpIiz89I   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/t_Z1jbf3YrY?si=MO6i2CVZoft40wkb
https://youtu.be/BWB3Ys3YbFA?si=N-jZHGvmb5SGkyJA
https://youtu.be/BWB3Ys3YbFA?si=N-jZHGvmb5SGkyJA
https://youtu.be/5VH5bVgWnt8?si=zWVLjQo-TpIiz89I
https://youtu.be/5VH5bVgWnt8?si=zWVLjQo-TpIiz89I
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      Global Bacteriophage Biocontrol Platform: 

Antibiotic-Free, Science-Led, Deployment-Ready 

23 April 2026 

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Sabah Al-Jasim — Founder & CEO, 

Applied Bio Research Inc., Canada–United Kingdom 

Coordination: Prof. Dr. Firas Al-Zyoud — 

Coordinator, Plant Protection Network, AARINENA 

Focus: This webinar introduced bacteriophage-

based biocontrol technologies as innovative, 

antibiotic-free solutions for managing bacterial plant 

diseases, highlighting their readiness for global-scale 

agricultural deployment. 

Link: 

https://youtu.be/saPrzuQ8VZA?si=HTNQMJYELTaiVti0    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Biodiversity and Its Role in Biological Control 

29 April 2026 

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Amira Negm – Plant Protection 

Research Institute, Egypt   

Topic: The most important pests affecting major fruit 

crops in Egypt 

Prof. Dr. Hossam El‑Gammaly – Plant Protection 

Research Institute, Egypt   

Topic: The role of biodiversity in the biological control 

of mole crickets 

Dr. Karim El‑Shaarawy – Plant Protection Research 

Institute, Egypt   

Topic: Neem tree: a habitat for pests and biological 

enemies 

Prof. Dr. Rasha Zainhem – Plant Protection Research 

Institute, Egypt   

Topic: Pests affecting stored products and methods of 

control 

Dr. Ahmed Said Send – Plant Protection Research 

Institute, Egypt   

Topic: The role of mites in biological pest control 

Coordination: Prof. Dr. Salwa Abd El‑Samad – Plant 

Protection Research Institute, Egypt 

Focus: The session emphasized the critical role of 

biodiversity in strengthening biological pest control 

systems, focusing on ecological interactions that 

support resilient and sustainable agroecosystems. 

Link: 

https://youtu.be/eD8ub4Te03M?si=mnRu2hMOhyFg

8wfH   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/saPrzuQ8VZA?si=HTNQMJYELTaiVti0
https://youtu.be/eD8ub4Te03M?si=mnRu2hMOhyFg8wfH
https://youtu.be/eD8ub4Te03M?si=mnRu2hMOhyFg8wfH
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     Wheat Genetic Resources and Sustainability in 

Southeastern Anatolia, Türkiye 

5 May 2026 

Speaker: Prof. Hüsnü Aktaş — Professor of Field 

Crops and Wheat Breeding, Mardin Artuklu University, 

Türkiye 

Coordination: Dr. Ali Ilkhan — General Directorate of 

Agricultural Research and Policies (TAGEM), Türkiye 

Focus: This webinar explored the rich genetic 

diversity of wheat in Southeastern Anatolia and 

discussed sustainable conservation strategies to 

safeguard genetic resources and enhance long-term 

food security. 

Link: 

https://youtu.be/UmYbMgMiUbU?si=JOhVRZVQvU2h

wL9Z    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Wild Plants and Seeds in the Context of Climate 

Change 

30 June 2026 

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Alptekin Karagöz — Expert in Wild 

Plant Seeds and Genetic Resources, Ankara 

University, Türkiye 

Coordination: Dr. Ali Ilkhan — General Directorate of 

Agricultural Research and Policies (TAGEM), Türkiye 

Focus: The session addressed the future of wild plant 

species under changing environmental conditions, 

highlighting conservation approaches to protect seed 

diversity and strengthen biodiversity resilience. 

Link: https://youtu.be/KfXZa1wrC2M?si=xJxJ1Lo-QID-
jUlC  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Nanotechnology: Bridging Research and 

Applications for Sustainable Development in the 

Arab World 

2 July 2026 

Speaker: Dr. Rund Abu-Zurayk — Principal Researcher, 

Materials Engineering and Nanotechnology, University 

of Jordan 

Coordination: Dr. Tamara Said Al Qudah — Plant 

Biotechnology and Plant Tissue Culture Researcher, 

University of Jordan 

Focus: This webinar explored the transformative 

potential of nanotechnology in linking advanced 

scientific research with real-world applications. The 

session highlighted its growing role in supporting 

sustainable development across the Arab region, with 

particular emphasis on innovations in material 

science, agricultural biotechnology, and emerging 

interdisciplinary solutions that enhance efficiency, 

productivity, and environmental sustainability. 

Link: https://youtu.be/ykashi0sqrQ?si=qcSzWa-UXptvracB    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay informed and connected by joining our future webinars for in-depth insights and regional 

collaboration. 

https://aarinena.org/  
 
 

https://youtu.be/UmYbMgMiUbU?si=JOhVRZVQvU2hwL9Z
https://youtu.be/UmYbMgMiUbU?si=JOhVRZVQvU2hwL9Z
https://youtu.be/KfXZa1wrC2M?si=xJxJ1Lo-QID-jUlC
https://youtu.be/KfXZa1wrC2M?si=xJxJ1Lo-QID-jUlC
https://youtu.be/ykashi0sqrQ?si=qcSzWa-UXptvracB
https://aarinena.org/
https://x.com/aarinena
https://web.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063481779655
https://www.youtube.com/%40aarinena1241/videos
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      Workshop on Enhancing Investment in Scienti

fic Research 

11 April 2026 

Amman, Jordan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under the patronage and participation of 

HRH Princess Basma bint Ali, Founder of the 

Royal Botanic Garden of Jordan, the workshop 

“Enhancing Investment in Scientific Research” was 

convened in Amman to highlight the pivotal role of 

research as the cornerstone of sustainable 

development and innovation. Organized by the 

Jordan Society for Scientific Research, Entrepreneurs

hip and Creativity (JSSREC) in collaboration with the 

Royal Botanic Garden, the event brought together 

representatives from universities, research 

institutions, development organizations, and experts 

from Jordan and across the region. 

In her opening remarks, HRH Princess Basma bint Ali 

emphasized that scientific research forms the 

foundation for any nation’s progress, underscoring 

the importance of investing in knowledge creation to 

address environmental and societal challenges. She 

showcased the Royal Botanic Garden’s initiatives—

including the National Seed Bank, Plant Database, 

and Educational Garden—as models for linking 

science, conservation, and community engagement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussions throughout the workshop focused on 

strengthening the research ecosystem in Jordan and 

the wider Near East and North Africa (NENA) region. 

Participants explored ways to enhance funding 

mechanisms, foster collaboration between academia 

and the private sector, and promote innovation in key 

areas such as agriculture, food security, 

climate resilience, water management, and 

sustainable resource use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AARINENA reaffirmed the Association’s commitment 

to advancing collaborative agricultural research, 

capacity building, and regional knowledge exchange. 

AARINENA stressed that investing in scientific 

research is essential for achieving agricultural 

sustainability, improving livelihoods, and building 

resilient food systems across the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participations with Partners and Members 

Conferences, Workshops and Webinars 

On the Ground: AARINENA’s In-Person Engagements 
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      8th International Date Palm Conference 

28 April – 1 May 2026 

Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi, United Arab 

Emirates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under the generous patronage of H.H. Sheikh 

Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Vice President, 

Deputy Prime Minister, and Chairman of the 

Presidential Court, the Khalifa International Award 

for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, affiliated 

with the Erth Zayed Philanthropies Foundation, 

organized the Eighth International Date Palm 

Conference (IDPC 2026) in collaboration with United 

Arab Emirates University, AARINENA, and leading 

international partners 

Under the generous patronage of H.H. Sheikh 

Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Vice President, 

Deputy Prime Minister, and Chairman of the 

Presidential Court, the Khalifa International Award 

for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, affiliated 

with the Erth Zayed Philanthropies Foundation, 

organized the Eighth International Date Palm 

Conference (IDPC 2026) in collaboration with United 

Arab Emirates University, AARINENA, and leading 

international partners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The conference provided a premier global platform 

to advance scientific research, agricultural 

innovation, and sustainability in the date palm 

sector. Key highlights included: 

• Launch of the UAE’s first AI-powered digital 

platform documenting local date varieties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• A side event for the Consortium for Red Palm 

Weevil Control Program (C4RPWC), focusing on 

scalable pest management solutions. 

• Scientific sessions covering biotechnology, climate-

smart cultivation, sustainable use of by-products, 

and innovations supporting food security. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Representing AARINENA, Dr. Rida Shibli chaired the 

session “Biotechnology, Genetic Engineering, and 

Tissue Culture Propagation.” This session explored 

advanced topics such as micropropagation, genetic 

stability, molecular markers, acclimatization 

techniques, and innovative biotechnological 

approaches for improving date palm production and 

conservation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through its active participation, AARINENA reaffirmed 

the importance of regional and international 

cooperation in promoting scientific research, 

innovation, and sustainable management of date 

palm resources, particularly in arid and semi-arid 

regions facing climate challenges. 
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   Regional Fora Meeting 

7 June 2026 

Antalya, Türkiye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Regional Fora convened in Antalya to discuss the 

future of agricultural research and innovation across 

diverse regions. Leaders from Asia-Pacific, Latin 

America, Europe, Central Asia, Africa, and the Near 

East emphasized the importance of cross-regional 

collaboration, resource mobilization, and digital 

transformation in agrifood systems. The meeting 

highlighted shared challenges such as declining 

public funding, climate resilience, and the need to 

empower women and youth in agriculture. 

Participants reaffirmed the role of the Regional Fora 

as platforms for knowledge exchange, foresight, and 

collective action, ensuring that research outputs are 

more demand-driven and accessible to farmers and 

policymakers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  GFAiR Steering Committee Meeting 

8 June 2026 

Antalya, Türkiye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following day, the GFAiR Steering Committee 

gathered to chart the organization’s strategic 

direction. Members underscored GFAiR’s unique 

global network as its greatest strength, calling for 

stronger visibility and clearer communication of its 

value to donors and partners. Discussions focused on 

the Theory of Change, equitable partnerships, and the 

operationalization of the Global NARS Consortium 

(GNC). The Committee agreed on the need to “join 

forces” for resource mobilization and to consolidate 

achievements under current funding, while preparing 

for future sustainability. The meeting reinforced 

GFAiR’s role as a neutral, multi-stakeholder platform 

that connects research institutions, regional fora, and 

global partners to advance innovation in agrifood 

systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Society for Underutilized Legumes (SUL)   

25 February 2026 

Online 

AARINENA reinforced its collaboration with the 

Society for Underutilized Legumes through 

participation in the 33rd Academic Lecture Series. The 

lecture, delivered by Joanna Kane Potaka, Secretary 

General of GFAiR, focused on Harnessing Global 

Opportunities in Underutilized Legumes Value 

Chains. The event highlighted innovative approaches 

to promote neglected crops for food security and 

sustainability—an area closely aligned with 

AARINENA’s regional agricultural development goals. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AI in Smallholder Agriculture: Hype or Game 

Changer?   

26 February 2026 

Online 

AARINENA participated in the webinar “AI in 

Smallholder Agriculture: Hype or Game Changer?” 

organized by SAFIC and Kilimo AI. The session 

highlighted how AI can strengthen smallholder 

farming through diagnostic tools, advisory platforms, 

and decision-support systems, while stressing the 

importance of transparency and collaboration. This 

engagement underscores AARINENA’s role in 

promoting responsible digital innovation for 

sustainable agriculture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advancing Access to Justice for Women Farmers   

5 March 2026 

Online  

AARINENA joined the Rome-based Agencies’ event 

“Advancing Access to Justice for Women Farmers” 

commemorating International Women’s Day and the 

International Year of the Woman Farmer 2026. 

Organized by FAO, IFAD, and WFP, the session 

brought together women farmers from diverse 

regions to share experiences and innovative 

practices, alongside remarks from agency leaders and 

the Government of Sweden. Interpretation was 

provided in multiple languages, ensuring inclusive 

participation. This engagement reflects AARINENA’s 

commitment to empowering women farmers and 

advancing equitable access to justice in agriculture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Dialogues: Webinars & Online Platforms 
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International Water Management Institute (IWMI, 

CGIAR)     

9-12 March 2026 

Online 

AARINENA engaged with the IWMI MENA Office in a 

three-part online mini-series on Scaling Resilient 

Nature-Based Water Solutions in MENA. The sessions 

covered evidence and learning (March 9), financing 

and measurement with a focus on women’s 

empowerment (March 11), and pathways to scale 

(March 12). Organized by IWMI, a CGIAR Research 

Center, the series highlighted innovative approaches 

to water resilience, gender-inclusive financing, and 

practical implementation pathways for nature-based 

solutions. This collaboration reflects AARINENA’s 

commitment to advancing sustainable water 

management and climate resilience across the region. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAO International Women’s Day Webinar     

10 March 2026 

Online 

AARINENA participated in FAO’s regional webinar 

“Women Farmers in the NENA Region: Advancing 

Visibility, Knowledge, and Inclusion” commemorating 

International Women’s Day. The event spotlighted 

women farmers’ contributions addressed barriers to 

their full participation in agrifood systems and 

reinforced the objectives of the International Year of 

the Woman Farmer 2026.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAO Regional Conference for the Near East 

(NERC38)   

24-26 March 2026 

Online  

AARINENA participated in the 38th Session of the FAO 

Regional Conference for the Near East (NERC38), 

chaired by the UAE. The conference focused on 

Innovating for Transforming Agrifood Systems, 

addressing climate-smart agriculture, drought 

resilience, supply chains, and bioeconomy 

innovations. This engagement reinforces AARINENA’s 

commitment to advancing sustainable agrifood 

systems and regional cooperation. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Digital Agriculture & AI Dialogue 

(FAO/AFRAS)   

1 April 2026 

Online  

AARINENA participated in the regional webinar “Data 

Ecosystems for AI in Agrifood Systems in the NENA 

Region”, which launched the Regional Digital 

Agriculture and AI Dialogue. Organized by FAO and 

AFRAS, the event convened government 

representatives, academia, research institutions, 

innovation hubs, and private sector actors to discuss 

how robust data ecosystems can enable responsible 

and impactful AI in agrifood systems. This engagement 

highlights AARINENA’s commitment to advancing 

digital transformation and fostering inclusive 

innovation across the Near East and North Africa. 
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FAO Webinar on Women’s Empowerment (VG-

GEWGE)     

7 April 2026 

Online 

AARINENA participated in the FAO regional webinar 

“Advancing Women’s Economic and Social 

Empowerment through the VG-GEWGE”, jointly 

organized by FAO’s Sub-Saharan Africa (RAF), Near 

East and North Africa (RNE), and Europe and Central 

Asia (REU) offices. The session, held as part of the 

International Year of the Woman Farmer 2026, 

presented key documents and tools including the 

Voluntary Guidelines on Gender Equality (VG-GEWGE) 

programme, a new e-learning course, and the Status 

of Women in Agrifood Systems report. This 

engagement highlights AARINENA’s commitment to 

promoting gender equality and empowering women 

across agrifood systems.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAO Webinar on Digital RAS in NENA       

8 April 2026 

Online 

AARINENA participated in the FAO/AFRAS regional 

webinar “Scaling Digital Rural Advisory Services (RAS) 

in the NENA Region: Opportunities, Innovations, and 

Practical Recommendations.” The session convened 

policymakers, researchers, and practitioners to 

explore how digitalization can strengthen extension 

systems and better support farmers. Key messages 

emphasized the need for integrated and coordinated 

digital solutions, shifting from information delivery to 

localized decision-support, and embedding digital 

RAS within national frameworks. Practical 

innovations such as AI-driven advisory tools and 

climate-informed services were showcased, with 

inclusivity for women, youth, and marginalized 

groups highlighted as critical for effective digital 

transformation. This engagement reflects 

AARINENA’s commitment to advancing resilient, 

farmer-centric digital advisory systems in the region. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAO Dialogue on Private Sector in Agrifood 

Transformation   

14 April 2026 

Online  

AARINENA took part in the FAO-led dialogue “The Role 

of the Private Sector in Agrifood Transformation and 

Climate Resilience in the NENA Region.” The event 

convened private sector entities and development 

partners to explore how businesses can accelerate 

sustainable agrifood systems transformation amid 

mounting climate pressures and overlapping crises. 

FAO presented its 2025–2030 Private Sector 

Engagement Strategy, emphasizing climate-resilient 

agriculture, water-saving technologies, innovative 

financing, and stronger collaboration with SMEs and 

cooperatives. Participants highlighted the need for 

integrated value chains, predictable policies, and de-

risked investment environments to unlock private 

sector leadership. This engagement underscores 

AARINENA’s commitment to fostering innovation, 

resilience, and inclusive partnerships in agrifood 

systems. 
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ISAAA AfriCenter (Africa Science Dialogue)     

22 April 2026 

Online 

AARINENA participated in the webinar “Mother Earth 

in Our Hands: Weaving Stronger Bonds for Planetary 

Health” organized by ISAAA AfriCenter under the 

Africa Science Dialogue platform. The session, held 

on International Mother Earth Day, brought together 

experts from FAO, WHO, UNEP, ILRI, and other 

institutions to discuss climate resilience, One Health, 

and sustainable solutions for planetary health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAO Webinar on Climate-Smart Agriculture 

through RAS  

30 April 2026 

Online  

AARINENA participated in the FAO/AFRAS webinar 

“Advancing Climate-Smart Agriculture through RAS in 

NENA: Scalable Solutions & Actionable Pathways.” 

The session highlighted the growing challenges of 

climate change in the region, including water scarcity, 

land degradation, and climate variability. 

Policymakers, researchers, practitioners, and farmer 

organizations discussed scalable CSA practices, the 

role of Rural Advisory Services (RAS) in accelerating 

adoption, and actionable policy pathways for 

sustainability. This engagement reflects AARINENA’s 

commitment to promoting climate-smart agriculture 

and strengthening farmer-centered advisory 

systems in the Near East and North Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CABI Global Action on Pesticide Risk Reduction     

19 May 2026 

Online 

AARINENA participated in the CABI webinar “Global 

Action on Pesticide Risk Reduction”, which convened 

leading stakeholders from government, research, and 

the private sector to launch a shared commitment to 

coordinated global action. Building on consultations 

with CABI Member Countries and partners in 2025, 

the session addressed common challenges and 

priority actions to reduce pesticide risks. Discussions 

focused on safeguarding farmers, consumers, 

landscapes, and international trade while supporting 

the transition to safer and more sustainable food 

systems. This engagement highlights AARINENA’s 

commitment to advancing responsible pesticide 

management and promoting sustainable agrifood 

systems worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CABI Development Consortium (14th Meeting)     

21 May 2026 

Online 

AARINENA participated in the 14th Development 

Consortium meeting convened by CABI, which 

gathered 21 external participants from research 

institutions, private sector companies, and 

development partners. The meeting reviewed 

updates to the BioProtection Portal, now expanded to 

54 countries and covering over 77% of the global 

biologicals market. Evidence from India showed that 

farmers using the Portal were 94% more likely to 

adopt biopesticides, underscoring its impact. Practical 

experiences from Canada highlighted the Portal’s 

value in supporting biocontrol decisions and 

integrated pest management. 

The session also introduced CABI’s Global Partnership 

for Pesticide Risk Reduction, aimed at supporting 

lower-risk pest management through policy, research, 

and production initiatives. Looking ahead, the Portal’s 

2026 objectives include expanding country coverage, 

diversifying income sources, and exploring 

biostimulant integration. The 15th Consortium 

meeting will be held at ABIM in October 2026 in hybrid 

format. 
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AGRINFO Webinar on EU Antimicrobial Rules 

28 May 2026 

Online  

AARINENA participated in the AGRINFO webinar 

“New EU Rules on the Use of Antimicrobials in 

Farmed Animals”, which outlined Regulation 

2023/905 coming into force on 3 September 2026. 

The session guided stakeholders on compliance 

steps to avoid trade disruptions, covering honey, 

aquaculture, dairy, eggs, and meat exports. This 

engagement highlights AARINENA’s role in 

supporting regional partners to align with EU food 

safety and antimicrobial resistance standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAO–UNIMED Webinar on Academic 

Collaboration 

4 June 2026 

Online  

AARINENA participated in the FAO–UNIMED webinar 

“Strengthening Academic Collaboration through the 

FAO eLearning Academy: Free, Multilingual, Certified 

Courses.” The session presented opportunities for 

universities to integrate FAO’s free, certified courses 

into curricula, with a focus on plant health and food 

systems. This engagement highlights AARINENA’s 

commitment to fostering academic cooperation and 

capacity-building across the Mediterranean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAO Regional AI Dialogue (Webinar 2)     

17 June 2026 

Online 

AARINENA participated in FAO’s second Regional AI 

Dialogue webinar “Local Barriers and Human Capital 

for AI in Agrifood Systems in the NENA Region.” The 

session highlighted challenges such as limited digital 

literacy, connectivity gaps, and human capital 

constraints, while showcasing practical solutions and 

policy pathways to foster inclusive AI adoption. This 

engagement reinforces AARINENA’s commitment to 

advancing digital transformation and capacity-

building in agrifood systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAO/AFRAS Webinar on Crop Protection & Food 

Safety     

29 June 2026 

Online 

AARINENA participated in the FAO/AFRAS webinar 

“Strengthening Rural Advisory Services for 

Sustainable Crop Protection and Food Safety in the 

NENA Region.” The session addressed climate change, 

pest outbreaks, and food safety challenges, 

emphasizing integrated pest management, farmer-

centered advisory approaches, and stronger linkages 

between RAS, plant protection, and food safety 

systems. This engagement highlights AARINENA’s 

commitment to advancing sustainable agrifood 

systems and regional cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us: 

Email: r.shibli@cgiar.org, a.aarinena@gmail.com 

Website: https://aarinena.org 


